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Washington, D.C. 20301-1300

Dear Secretary Gates:

Since the War on Terror began six years ago, the American people have benefited greatly
from direct correspondence with men and women in uniform serving abroad via military
blogs. Military blogs have helped military families stay connected with loved ones back
home and have deepened public perception and understanding of both successes and
setbacks that have occurred in the War on Terror.

[t is with this in mind that we write to express our concern regarding recent updates to
Army Regulation 530-1 relating to security requirements for electronic communications.

While the Army’s new regulations rightly address the vulnerabilities created by this new
medium, we are concerned the regulations may also inadvertently weaken what has
proven to be a significant asset in our media age: the firsthand accounts of American
military men and women on the ground.

We ask that you closely examine communications regulations within the Department of
Defense to strike the necessary balance between information security and individual

expression.

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. We look forward to your

response.

Sincerely,

Norm Coleman Tom Coburn 'm DeMint

United States Senate United States Senate United States Senate
HarRT SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 2550 Universimy AVENUE WEST 12 Civic CENTER PLAZA 200 NorTH BANK CENTER 810 47H AVENUE SOUTH
Surre 320 SuIme 100N Surte 2167 206B NORTHEAST 3RD STREET SurTe 203
WasHingTon, DC 20510-2307 ST, PauL, MM 55114-1098 MankaTo PLACE GranD Rapins, MN 55744 MoorHEAD, MN 56560
TEL: [202:{ 224—56%1 TeL: (651) 645-0323 MankaTo, MN 56001-7781 TeL: (218) 327-9333 TeL: (218) 477-3106
Fax: (202) 224-1152 Fax: (651) 645-3110 TeL: (507) 625-6800 Faoe: (218) 327-8637 Fax: (218) 477-3109

Fax: (507) 625-9427



